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Human rights are among the founding prin-
ciples of the French Republic and its foreign 
policy. France has supported the creation 

of the Human Rights Council to ensure respect 
for human rights and respond effectively to their 
violation everywhere in the world.

It is actively involved within the Council, to ensure 
the proper functioning of human rights protection 
mechanisms and combat challenges to their uni-
versality. Almost ten years after the creation of the 
Council, France supports the search for effectiveness 
and coordination of its procedures. France is pre-
senting its candidacy for the Human Rights Council 
for the 2018-2020 term with a view to defending the 
highest standards for protecting those rights. 

As during its previous terms, France commits to 
foster dialogue and cooperation among all regional 
groups. It will continue to preserve the indepen-
dence of the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, help strengthen the Special Proce-
dures and work to promote a regular dialogue with 
civil society, non-governmental organizations and 
national institutions for the protection of human 
rights.



FRANCE’S  
ACTION  

WITHIN THE  
HUMAN RIGHTS 

COUNCIL

Universal abolition  
of the death penalty
This struggle is a 
constant and resolute 
commitment on the  
part of France. 

 France supports  
the adoption of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly’s biennial 
resolution calling for  
a universal moratorium. 
Within the Human 
Rights Council, it  
initiated a high-level 
panel on the abolition 
of the death penalty 
in March 2015 and the 
adoption of resolutions 
on this theme in  

June 2014 and  
September 2015.

Freedom of expression, 
assembly, religion  
and belief
France defends these 
fundamental freedoms 
for all individuals,  
without discrimination. 
It has sponsored several 
Human Rights Council 
resolutions on the pro-
tection of journalists.

The fight against  
enforced disappearance
France participated  
in the adoption of the 
International Convention 
for the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance and  
is working towards its 
universal ratification.

 France is closely 
monitoring the issue  
of arbitrary detention.

The fight against torture 
Within the Group  
of Friends of the 
Convention against 
Torture Initiative, France 
is committed to the  
universal ratification of 
this text. It cooperates 

fully with the Committee 
against Torture and sup-
ports the work of the 
Special Rapporteur.

The fight against impunity
As it is convinced that 
there can be no lasting 
peace without justice, 
France supports the 
fight against impunity, 
the right to the truth  
and to reparations  
for victims, and the 
universality of the  
Rome Statute.

 It supports the work 
of the commissions of 
inquiry established by 
the Council.

Women’s rights
France is mobilizing 
to end violence and 
discrimination against 
women.

France commits to promote and protect  
all human rights. These are universal,  

indivisible and interdependent.



 It is working for the 
implementation of the 
Security Council resolu-
tions on Women, Peace 
and Security, notably 
with its 2015-2018  
National Action Plan.  
It ratified the Council  
of Europe Convention 
on preventing and com-
bating violence against 
women and domestic 
violence.

Children’s rights
France is committed to 
the respect and promo-
tion of children’s rights 
worldwide. It initiated 
the Security Council’s 
mobilization for the  
protection of children  
in armed conflict.

 France organized  
the “Free Children from 
War” Conference with 

UNICEF which  promotes 
the Paris Principles and 
Commitments that were 
adopted at the Confe-
rence and that have been 
endorsed to date by 105 
States. It is mobilized 
with a view to the 10th 
anniversary of their adop-
tion in 2017.

The fight against  
discrimination
France is resolutely com-
mitted to combating all 
forms of discrimination.

 It participates in all 
Human Rights Council 
mechanisms for comba-
ting racism, xenophobia 
and homophobia. It 
sponsors resolutions 
on the rights of LGBTI 
persons.

Convinced of the need 
to provide a fair and 
inclusive response to 
the climate challenge, 
France mobilized 
before COP 21 and 
throughout the Paris 
negotiations to ensure 
the adoption of the 
first universal envi-
ronmental agreement 
explicitly referring  
to respect for human 
rights.

Human rights  
and the environment
In accordance with its 
international commit-
ments and desire for 
equitable and regulated 
globalization, France  
defends economic,  
social and cultural 
rights, particularly 
in the framework 
of the Sustainable 
Development Goals 
set by the 2030 
Agenda.

 France is especially 
committed to Corporate 
Social Responsibility,  
interaction between  
human rights and the 
environment, and the 
universal application 
of the right to drinking 
water and sanitation.

Human rights defenders
In international forums 
and on the ground, 
France is committed 
to the protection of 
human rights defen-
ders. It demonstrates 
the highest stan-
dards regarding their 
independence and 
freedom of action.



HUMAN  
RIGHTS 

A FRENCH  
TRADITION  
& PRIORITY

As a European Union Member State and as part of 
its involvement within the Council of Europe and 
the Organization for Security and Co-operation  
in Europe, France promotes a close dialogue on 
human rights with its partners. It complies with 
the decisions of the European Court of Human 
Rights.

France sets the highest requirements as  
regards respect for human rights  

in its own territory.

Ratification  
of the principal  
international human  
rights instruments 
Recently, France ratified 
the Optional Protocol  
to the International  
Covenant on Economic,  
Social and Cultural Rights 
in March 2015, and the 
Third Optional Protocol 
to the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child  
in January 2016.  
It recognizes the  
competence of the 
Treaty bodies to receive 
individual complaints.

Strengthening  
of its internal system 
to protect and promote 
human rights
France created the  
positions of General 
Controller of Facilities 
for Deprivation of 
Liberty in 2007 and  
a Defender of Rights  
in 2011.

Implementation  
of the Universal  
Periodic Review  
(UPR) 
France was among  
the first countries to 
have been subject to 
the Universal Periodic 
Review, in 2009 and then 
in 2013. In accordance 
with the commitment 
made during the UPR, 
in February 2012 France 
adopted a national 
action plan against  
racism and anti- 

Semitism which  
was renewed and  
strengthened in 2015  
for the period 2015-2017. 
It continues to implement 
these recommendations 
ahead of its next Univer-
sal Periodic Review in 
2017 and submitted its 
mid-term report in 2016.

A strong involvement in 
the United Nations human 
rights protection system
France has issued a 
standing invitation to the 
Special Procedures of 
the United Nations for 
them to visit its territory. 
It has welcomed many 
Independent Experts 
and Special Rapporteurs, 
including recently the 
Independent Expert 
on human rights and 
the environment in 
October 2014.



FRANCE  
UNDERTAKES TO...

... promote  
the abolition of  
the death penalty in  
all circumstances. 

... ensure  
the promotion and 
protection of all human 
rights and to play a key 
role in combating  
all forms of  
discrimination. 

... promote  
fundamental  
freedoms, support  
the protection  
of journalists  
and support action  
by human rights  
defenders and civil 
society. 

... strengthen  
international mobilization 
for respect of women’s 
rights and the elimination  
of all violence and 
discrimination against 
women, and ensure  
the effective implemen-
tation of the resolutions 
on “Women, Peace and 
Security”. 

... pursue  
its commitment to  
the rights of the child 
and to end the use of  
children in armed 
conflict. 

... promote the  
Sustainable Development 
Goals so as to combat  
inequalities and  
injustice, particularly  
in the fields of  
healthcare, education,  
and the fight against  
climate change. 

... continue  
its action to fight against  
impunity, in order 
to bring to justice all 
perpetrators of human 
rights violations. 

... promote  
the universal ratification 
of the International 
Convention for the  
Protection of All  
Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance. 

... support and  
participate actively  
in all mechanisms  
and bodies for  
promoting and  
protecting human 
rights, including the 
Special Procedures,  
the Treaty bodies,  
and mechanisms for 
monitoring and investi-
gating the global human 
rights situation. 
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